lived too far north.”

sarra’s philosophical nature helped her to
get over the disappointment, though, plus 12
months later the selection policy changed and
she found herself en route to Sweden.

“1 had already decided that it wouldn't

SATTA Wl 10 WIHET 51T CUHIUDEY 1S 1nay
event — Burgle. She had to hiteh a lift that
time and failed to complete the cross-country
with the 15.2hh George The First, the Irish-
bred half Thoroughbred half pony who,
frustratingly, ran at just five events in three

bihere!™ Tommy was entered for Badminton this year.. i
mm = | think to run at a four-star at 20 is more of an °ﬂ;:]:me~

b theend o achievement than being picked for Young Riders’ tarragon, her
the world and | next eventer,

knew 1'd got a horse who could do a three-star
CCl [the pair were sixth at the Blair CCI*** last
year and ninth In the Under-25 CCI*** at
Bramham this spring].
“Tommy was also entered for Badminton
this year, but had to be withdrawn on the
. Monday of the event with a minor skin
irritation. I think to run at a four-star at 20 Is
more of an achievement than being picked for
Young Riders.”
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was an altogether sounder prospect even
though the Mayberry family bought him after
he had spent a year living In a fleld In Ireland
sidelined through Injury.

“I'm not sure whether we were brave
or stupid to buy him," says Sarra of the
15-year-old who has so far completed three
two-star CCls,

Tommy Pink has proved to be as relaxed as
his rider, even If he does occasionally blow up

L ]

Now that she is too old for Young Riders,
Sarra, a member of the Sport Scotland-funded
Scottish Equestrian Assoclation Rider
Development Group, has set her sights on
Badminton 2006 for Tommy. She will need to
Juggle preparations for that with studying for
her final year exams for her degree in
psychology. And after all that her plan is to
glve eventing a go full time and then return to
college and do a masters degree.

“Unl has been good, otherwise | may have
got bogged down In horses. This way I've got
something different to do and a degree to fall
back on If the horses don't work out.”

Sarra still lives at home, commuting the
hour each way to university every day for
lectures and forgoing the party scene for the
quiet life. Her sister, by contrast, Is a
drummer in a band. Presumably in the
Mayberry household, Sarra s known as the
sensible one.




